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ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL — PATIENT CARE 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.55 pm]: The issue of waiting lists at Royal Perth Hospital is an issue 
that I have come across on a regular basis in my electorate. One such case, however, recently came to my 
attention that highlights the severity of the deteriorating situation. Mr Peter Buzzard, a resident of Maddington, 
has been a patient at Royal Perth Hospital for some time now after undergoing treatment for prostate cancer. As 
a result of his treatment, he was in contact with the hospital’s outpatient clinic for possible complications that 
could arise from the treatment he received for his cancer. Mr Buzzard was required to attend an appointment 
with a doctor from the gastroenterology department in a follow-up from a colonoscopy procedure in the month 
prior. He mistakenly missed the follow-up appointment, confusing the day of appointment. As a result, Royal 
Perth Hospital accordingly followed up with a letter to Mr Buzzard stating that as he had failed to attend his 
appointment, he had been removed completely from the hospital’s system. He was then required to make an 
appointment with his general practitioner for a referral to get back into the system. In the meantime, Mr Buzzard 
has been losing blood on a regular basis and has become afraid to leave his home, as he feels the need to remain 
near his bathroom. His GP has renewed the referral; however, he still does not know when he will get the 
attention he needs. The fact of the matter is that the radiology department of Royal Perth Hospital anticipated 
such a complication after his initial treatment for prostate cancer and referred him on to the gastroenterology 
department, which after four months is still unable to assist my constituent. The notion that Royal Perth Hospital 
can punish patients for missing a scheduled appointment, with no assistance or attempt to maintain a relationship 
with that patient, is scary. 
 


